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ENDOTRACHEAL TUBE SUPPORT

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to endotracheal tube supports which
are positionable in the mouth of a patient to properly
position the tube therein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

An endotracheal tube support is described in U.S. Pat. No.
5,626,128 (Bradley et al.) issued May 6, 1997 and is stated
to be well-adapted for patients suffering from facial burns,
dermatitis or cleft palate syndrome.

It is an object of the present invention to provide an
improved endotracheal tube support which is suitable for
more general use during routine general anesthesia.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to the present invention, an endotracheal tube
support includes a mouthguard and a tube clip secured
thereto, the mouthguard having a generally U-shape with a
bottom wall and opposed side wall extending upwardly from
opposite edges thereof to enable the mouthguard to be
positioned over a patient’s upper teeth or gum, and the clip
being of resilient material and having an elongated cylin-
drical shape with a longitudinally extending opening extend-
ing along the entire length thereof to enable an endotracheal
tube to be snapped therethrough, the clip being secured
beneath the mouthguard on one side thereof by a fastening
device extending from the bottom wall of the mouthguard to
a portion of the clip substantially opposite the longitudinally
extending opening therein.

An endotracheal tube support in accordance with the
present invention is especially useful during routine general
anaesthesia because it is simple and easy to apply. It also
provides improved access to the oral cavity for suctioning.
The present invention also enables tube support to be
inexpensive and disposable so that such a tube support can
be supplied with every endotracheal tube.

The mouthguard may be an integral rubber molding, the
clip may be made of a resilient silicone material, and the
fastening device may comprise a pair of rivets.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

One embodiment of the invention will now be described,
by way of example, with reference to the accompanying
drawings, of which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view from above of an endotra-
cheal tube support in accordance with the invention mounted
on an endotracheal tube,

FIG. 2 is a similar view but from below, and

FIG. 3 is a sectional view of the tube support taken along
the line 3—3 of FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring to the drawings, an endotracheal tube support
10 in accordance with one embodiment of the invention
includes a mouthguard 12 and a tube clip 14 secured thereto.
The mouthguard 12 is an integral rubber molding and has a
generally U-shape with a bottom wall 16 and opposed side
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walls 18, 20 extending upwardly from opposite edges
thereof. The clip 14 is made of resilient silicone material,
and has an elongated cylindrical shape with a longitudinal
extending opening 22 extending along the entire length
thereof.

The clip 14 is secured beneath the mouthguard 12 on one
side thereof by a pair of plastic rivets 24, 25 which pass
through the bottom wall 16 of the mouthguard 12 and
through a portion of the clip 14 substantially opposite the
longitudinal extending opening 22 therein.

The tube support 10 can readily be secured to an endot-
racheal tube 26 (shown in dotted outline) by simply snap-
ping the tube 26 through the longitudinal extending opening
22 into the clip 14. The endotracheal tube 26 is commonly
made of a plastic material (such as PVC) which has a natural
adhesiveness with the silicone material of which the clip 14
is made. During insertion of the endotracheal tube 26 into a
patient, the mouthguard 12 is positioned over the patient’s
upper teeth or gum.

A person skilled in the art will readily understand the
advantages of the present invention from the foregoing
description of the preferred embodiment. The positioning of
the clip 14 on one side of the mouthguard 12 provides good
access to the patient’s mouth, the clip 14 is easily secured to
the endotracheal tube 26, and the tube 26 is supported along
the full length of the clip 14, thereby minimizing instability
of the tube 26 at this location. Also, the tube support 10 is
inexpensive, disposable and can be provided with every
endotracheal tube 26. Additionally, no adhesive is required
to secure the mouthguard 12 in the patient’s mouth.

Other embodiments of the invention will also be readily
apparent to a person skilled in the art, the scope of the
invention being defined in the appended claims.

I claim:

1. An endotracheal tube support including a mouthguard
and a tube clip secured thereto,

the mouthguard having a generally U-shape with a bottom
wall and opposed side walls extending upwardly from
opposite edges thereof to enable the mouthguard to be
positioned over a patient’s upper teeth or gum, and

the clip being of resilient material and having an elon-
gated cylindrical shape with a longitudinally extending
opening extending along the entire length thereof to
enable an endotracheal tube to be snapped
therethrough,

the clip being secured beneath the mouthguard on one
side thereof by a fastening device extending from the
bottom wall of the mouthguard to a position on the clip
substantially opposite the longitudinally extending
opening therein.

2. An endotracheal tube support according to claim 1
wherein the mouthguard is an integral rubber molding.

3. An endotracheal tube support according to claim 1
wherein the clip is made of a resilient silicone material.

4. An endotracheal tube support according to claim 1
wherein the fastening device comprises a pair of rivets.

5. An endotracheal tube support according to claim 1
wherein the mouthguard is an integral rubber molding, the
clip is made of a resilient silicone material and the fastening
device comprises a pair of rivets.
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